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Welcome to our Summer edition of Wildlife Matters.

It is hard to imagine there can be a higher priority in Australia than finding 
an effective set of strategies to reduce the impact of feral cats and ultimately 
remove them from our landscapes. Killing an estimated 75 million native animals 
every night, feral cats are a driving force behind the dramatic decline of wildlife 
in many parts of the country. 

However, it appears many Governments are still not focusing their investment 
in conservation on addressing feral cats. In August, the Federal Government 
provided $80 million in grants for a range of projects from its two flagship 
environment programs: the Biodiversity Fund and Caring for Country. 
Frustratingly, not a single project was focused on feral cats. While it is true  
we need to address the full range of key threats, including fire and weeds,  
any investment strategy that fails to properly address feral cats is not going  
to deliver a reasonable rate of return for our wildlife. 

For the last decade, Federal and State Governments have allocated collectively 
around $1 billion each year for biodiversity conservation including expenditure 
on the management of national parks and other protected areas. Despite this 
massive investment, not a single nationally threatened terrestrial mammal has 
had its status upgraded under Federal legislation over the last decade. 

This highlights the need for a new approach to conservation in Australia. 
Public and private funds need to be invested in strategies that deliver the 
highest ecological return. This implies an important role for science in helping 
to measure ecological return and inform the allocation of resources so that 
conservation investors – whether taxpayers or private donors – get the  
biggest possible bang for their buck. 

With nearly 80% of our staff based in the field, AWC is continuing to deliver 
exceptional returns on your investment. Our strategy is simple – combine  
good science with practical land management. Whether it is carrying out the 
science needed to reduce the impact of feral cats, translocating endangered 
mammals or delivering regional fire or feral herbivore control in remote  
areas, AWC is making a difference by focusing on activities that deliver a  
high ecological return. The outcome is stable and often increasing populations  
of many of Australia’s most threatened species including Golden-backed  
Tree-rats, Bridled Nailtail Wallabies, Purple-crowned Fairy-wrens,  
Great Desert Skinks and Numbats. 

Thank you for your support in 2013, which has been vitally important in  
helping AWC develop and implement an effective new model for conservation. 
There is a great deal more to do in 2014, however, and we hope you will renew 
your support as part of the AWC team. 

Merry Christmas!

Atticus Fleming
Chief Executive

The AWC mission
The mission of Australian Wildlife 
Conservancy (AWC) is the effective 
conservation of all Australian animal 
species and the habitats in which they live.

To achieve this mission, our actions are 
focused on:

• Establishing a network of sanctuaries 
which protect threatened wildlife and 
ecosystems: AWC now manages 23 
sanctuaries covering over 3 million 
hectares (7.4 million acres).

• Implementing practical, on-ground 
conservation programs to protect 
the wildlife at our sanctuaries: these 
programs include feral animal control, 
fire management and the translocation 
of endangered species.

• Conducting (either alone or in 
collaboration with other organisations) 
scientific research that will help address 
the key threats to our native wildlife.

• Hosting visitor programs at our 
sanctuaries for the purpose of education 
and promoting awareness of the plight 
of Australia’s wildlife. 

About AWC
• AWC is an independent, non-profit 

organisation based in Perth, Western 
Australia. Donations to AWC are tax 
deductible.

• Over the last ten years, around 88% of 
AWC’s total expenditure was incurred 
on conservation programs, including 
land acquisition, while only 12% was 
allocated to development (fundraising) 
and administration.

Australian Wildlife Conservancy
PO Box 8070
Subiaco East WA 6008
Ph: +61 8 9380 9633
www.australianwildlife.org

Cover image: We are privileged to showcase 
on our front cover an image by one of the 
world’s great wildlife photographers, Tim 
Laman. Tim took this beautiful image of a 
Spotted Cuscus at Piccaninny Plains during a 
recent trip for National Geographic magazine.  
Photo by Tim Laman
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Banded Hare-wallabies  
enjoy new island home

Extinct on the mainland for almost 100 years, the Banded Hare-
wallaby is now confined to three island populations (including 
Faure Island). In addition to supplementing the population on 
Faure Island, the September release of 30 additional animals has 
been structured to provide valuable information that will shape 
future strategies to protect existing island populations and, in 
due course, pave the way for the return of the Banded Hare-
wallaby to the mainland. 

Of the 30 Hare-wallabies released on Faure Island, 25 were 
radio-collared including five with GPS collars. An extensive 
camera trap grid was also established to monitor the population. 

• Two months after the release, 23 of the 25 collared Hare-
wallabies were known to be alive. This is a very high initial 
survival rate for a translocation. Only one animal is confirmed 
dead: the condition of the body suggests that it was taken by 
a bird of prey. Another animal has not been sighted for several 

weeks: either the collar has malfunctioned or the animal  
has moved to a remote location where the signal cannot  
be detected. 

• While the radio-tracking data will not be fully analysed until 
mid-2014, the majority (17) of radio-collared Hare-wallabies 
appear to have established a territory within 500 metres of 
their release site. The remaining animals established territories 
within two kilometres of the release site. Home ranges appear 
to have been established within about a week of release. 

• The camera trap data (not yet analysed) is providing a large 
volume of images of both reintroduced animals (which have 
ear-tags) and the extant population. 

Our science program at Faure Island promises to provide valuable 
information on issues such as habitat requirements, carrying 
capacity and sources of mortality. Watch out for another update 
in mid-2014.

In our Spring 2013 edition of Wildlife Matters, we reported on the September translocation of 30 Banded Hare-wallabies 
to the world heritage-listed Faure Island. The initial release of animals is only one step in the path to securing a new 
population. Follow up monitoring, integrated with effective land management, is essential for long-term success. 

Mt Gibson: returning the Banded Hare-wallaby  
to mainland Australia 
AWC is on track to establish the largest fox and cat-free area 
on mainland Western Australia. The construction of over 
43 kilometres of feral-proof fencing is now underway, with 
the fence due to be completed in early 2014. In due course, 
this area will support the reintroduction of nine threatened 
mammal species including the historic return to mainland 
Australia of the Banded Hare-wallaby. Please support the 
Mt Gibson project: a tax deductible gift of $250 will 
establish 1 ha of feral-free habitat. 

Construction of the feral-proof fence at Mt Gibson is underway  M McFall

Banded Hare-wallaby  W Lawler
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Biological surveys: inventory 
and measuring health

Each year, the AWC science team carries out over 100,000 
trap nights around Australia. This unique national 
scientific program is critical to the success of our business 
model. It guides the ongoing development of land 
management strategies, it informs several ground-
breaking research projects and it tracks the ecological 
health of our properties. Here is a snapshot of recent 
biological survey activity at selected AWC properties.  

Curramore 
At Curramore Wildlife Sanctuary, near Maleny in south-eastern 
Queensland, AWC staff are implementing a major program to 
reduce the impact of one of Australia’s most significant invasive 
weed species – lantana. Our survey program at Curramore 
is directed toward measuring the ecological health of the 
sanctuary, with a particular focus on the recovery of fauna and 
flora following the removal of lantana and the restoration of 
ecologically-appropriate fire regimes. 

Our 2013 survey program involved the establishment of new 
permanent monitoring sites across rainforest, wet sclerophyll, 
regrowth wet sclerophyll and dry sclerophyll forest. The survey 
sites revealed an abundance of reptiles and mammals and 
reconfirmed the presence of several key species such as the 
Sooty Owl and several near-threatened reptile species. There 
was an abundance of native rodents (Bush Rat, Fawn-footed 
Melomys) and several captures of small dasyurids (carnivorous 
marsupials), including the Subtropical Antechinus and Common 
Dunnart (the latter not commonly encountered, despite its 
name). Previous surveys on Curramore have recorded a rich 
assemblage of mammals, with over 50 species confirmed as 
present or considered likely to occur on the sanctuary. 

Mitchell’s Hopping-mouse captured during the recent biological survey at Mt Gibson, which has contributed valuable baseline data prior to completion 
of the feral-free area  W Lawler

Black-footed Tree-rat at Piccaninny Plains  E Mulder
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Piccaninny Plains
The undisputed highlight of the recent Piccaninny Plains survey 
was the capture of two individuals of the Black-footed Tree-
rat and the record of another individual on a camera trap. 
The Black-footed Tree-rat is one of a suite of small mammals 
which has declined significantly in northern Australia in recent 
decades. Its persistence at Piccaninny Plains is confirmation 
of the high ecological value of the property. Other mammals 
which are declining across parts of northern Australia but which 
were recorded during the Piccaninny Plains survey include the 
Northern Brown Bandicoot and the Brush-tailed Possum. The 
Common Spotted Cuscus (featured on our front cover) was 
observed regularly in gallery forest along the Archer River. Small 
flocks of Spotted Whistling Ducks, a species which has only 
recently established in Australia (from PNG), were observed on 
several waterholes. 

Exploring Mt Zero-Taravale
Mt Zero-Taravale is a property of dramatic scenery and 
exceptional biodiversity. Towering wet sclerophyll forests 
cloak the more elevated terrain, while deep ravines and 
gorges, featuring rainforest and hoop pine, fringe the edge 
of a spectacular escarpment overlooking the Star River valley. 
Covering 60,000 hectares, the property is decorated by a variety 
of eucalypt woodlands, shrublands and even spinifex grasslands. 
The topography is complex, with the drier southern and western 
sections of the property being a world of disorganised ranges 
and massive granite boulders. 

This landscape diversity, combined with a steep rainfall gradient, 
supports more than 75 mammal species, over 220 bird species 
and in excess of 100 reptiles and amphibians. In previous 
years, our biological survey effort has largely been focused 
on documenting the fauna of the threatened wet sclerophyll 
forests and adjacent areas. However, in October this year, our 
science team set out to inventory some of the more remote and 
inaccessible parts of the property. 

Three sites centred on rugged gorges with permanent creeks 
were chosen. The survey team was dropped into each site by 
helicopter where they undertook pitfall, funnel, elliott, cage 
and camera trapping for small mammals and reptiles, as well as 
carrying out harp trapping for bats. 

Blue Gum Creek, in the high rainfall north-east of the property, 
contained several unsurveyed habitats including Gympie 
Messmate open forest. Perhaps the most notable record from 
Blue Gum Creek was the first capture at Mt Zero-Taravale of the 
nationally endangered Large-eared Horseshoe-bat. Other notable 
records included the Hinchinbrook Ctenotus, a skink with a highly 
restricted distribution (including Hinchinbrook Island). 

The second set of sites were in the Deception Creek area, 
upstream of its confluence with Running River. This site revealed 
a series of exciting new reptile records for the sanctuary 
including the Coral Snake, the Northern Spotted Rock Dtella (a 
gecko) and the Black-backed Yellow-lined Ctenotus. The Black-
striped Wallaby was also recorded, which is significant because 
this is near the northern edge of its range. The first Osprey to 
be seen on Mt Zero-Taravale was observed fishing in the drying 
pools of Deception Creek. 

At both Deception Creek and our third site, Puzzle Creek, the 
team recorded a rarely-seen undescribed species of Guinea Flower 
(Hibbertia). This plant species is known only from Mt Zero-Taravale 
Wildlife Sanctuary. The Puzzle Creek site also disclosed several 
records of the threatened Single-striped Delma (a legless lizard) as 
well as the first confirmed records on Mt Zero-Taravale for several 
colourful and attractive snakes: the Yellow-naped Snake, the 
Orange-naped Snake and the Spotted Python. 

For our team of field ecologists, it was a brief but productive 
expedition. With many locations still to be explored, the already 
exceptional fauna and flora list of Mt Zero-Taravale is set to grow 
even longer. 

Confluence of Running River and Puzzle Creek at Mt Zero-Taravale  W Lawler Large-eared Horseshoe-bat  E Mulder

Yellow-naped Snake  E Mulder
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Newhaven Wildlife Sanctuary

Covering 262,000 hectares, Newhaven Wildlife Sanctuary 
is one of Australia’s largest non-government protected 
areas. Located near the intersection of three bioregions, 
Newhaven features a diversity of landforms including 
extensive parallel sand dunes, shimmering salt lakes and 
clay pans and dramatic quartzite mountains. It is a hotspot 
for the threatened animals of central Australia. 

Ngarlkirdi-jarra: new indigenous ranger base at Newhaven 
During 2013, the Central Land Council (CLC) and AWC have 
worked together to establish an indigenous ranger base 
on Newhaven. This important initiative builds on the 2010 
native title consent determination between AWC and the 
Warlpiri-Luritja traditional owners of Newhaven: the first ever 
consent determination between traditional owners and a non-
government conservation group. 

Over several years, AWC’s managers at Newhaven, Josef 
Schofield and Danae Moore, have engaged the Nyirripi and 
Yuendumu Indigenous Ranger groups to work alongside AWC 
staff on numerous science and land management projects 
including the annual tracking survey, threatened species surveys, 
fire management and erosion control. As our collaborative 
work with traditional owners continues to develop, the new 
indigenous ranger base will provide dedicated accommodation 
and office space for future ranger operations at Newhaven. 

The ranger base was constructed by AWC staff, long-term 
volunteers and members of the Nyirripi Ranger group utilising 
components donated by the CLC. It has been given the name 
Ngarlkirdi-jarra—meaning two witchetty grubs in the Warlpiri 
language. An official opening ceremony will be held next year. 

Newhaven shares a 180 kilometre boundary with the Southern 
Tanami Indigenous Protected Area, which is the largest IPA in 
Australia. Our ongoing engagement with Newhaven traditional 
owners is part of our cross-boundary collaboration with the 

management of the Southern Tanami IPA. In July 2013, the 
CLC supported a visit by a large group of traditional owners to 
many culturally significant sites on Newhaven. This visit enabled 
planning for joint fire management projects as well as surveys 
for the endangered Black-footed Rock-wallaby, which lives in 
and around culturally important sites in the rugged quartzite 
ranges on Newhaven. 

With their new base now established, the 2014 Newhaven work 
program will see indigenous ranger teams assisting with the 
following activities: 

• Great Desert Skink monitoring. 

• Tracking surveys (ranger input into this survey is important as 
they have exceptional skills in picking up tracks and identifying 
species from tracks).

• Our annual fauna trapping survey. 

• Dedicated Black-footed Rock-wallaby surveys. 

• A range of land management tasks such as fire management, 
weed mapping, erosion control and various infrastructure 
management tasks. 

April Spencer, Traditional Owner of the Yaripilangu Range area of Newhaven 
and Alice Henwood, Senior Ranger CLC Nyirripi Ranger Group  J Schofield

Newhaven Wildlife Sanctuary  W Lawler

The new indigenous ranger base at Newhaven  J Schofield
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Scientific research on Newhaven’s threatened species 
During 2013, AWC and our partners have carried out over 14,000 
vertebrate trap nights, 1,750 camera trap nights and 210 bird 
surveys at Newhaven. After several years of consistently high levels 
of scientific activity, Newhaven is becoming an important site for 
long-term biological research in central Australia. Our science 
program is designed both to measure the ecological health of 
Newhaven and to generate knowledge that will help improve 
the conservation of central Australia’s threatened animals. There 
are currently four major research projects being carried out at 
Newhaven: three focus on the Great Desert Skink and the fourth 
project is on the Brush-tailed Mulgara.

Newhaven supports one of the largest known populations of the 
nationally threatened Great Desert Skink. Great Desert Skinks 
are social lizards that build large burrow complexes with as many 
as 20 entrances. Family groups share a burrow, with up to four 
generations inhabiting the same burrow system. Populations 
are vulnerable to predation by cats and foxes, especially when 
juveniles disperse, and to habitat loss from large wildfires. 

• PhD student Siobhan Dennison is undertaking a large mark-
recapture study to assess how individuals move between 
burrow systems. Siobhan has placed PIT-tag readers at her 
10 most active burrow systems. All the skinks she has caught 
have been PIT-tagged and the readers passively record 
which individuals are coming and going during the night. 
Combined with genetic analysis, Siobhan’s project aims to 
characterise the group structure, mating system and dispersal 
characteristics of the species. Such information will help us 
better understand how habitat needs to be managed to 
maintain the viability of Great Desert Skink populations. 

• Masters student Natasha Cadenhead is investigating the 
drivers of Great Desert Skink distribution with a particular 
focus on the effects of fire. Using data from previous surveys 
at Newhaven, she has built species distribution models 
which examine population persistence under different fire 
management scenarios.

• AWC’s Danae Moore is undertaking a Masters project 
examining the interaction between fire and predators, 
especially feral cats and foxes, in relation to burrow occupancy 
and persistence. This will provide valuable input to both fire 
management and feral animal control strategies at Newhaven. 

Newhaven also supports a significant population of another 
nationally threatened burrowing species - the carnivorous  
Brush-tailed Mulgara. Mulgaras appear to remain sedentary  
even when surrounding resources fluctuate: this means they  
are vulnerable to large wildfires (which reduce available food  
and shelter) and to predation by cats and foxes. PhD student 
Jennifer Molyneux is using a range of tracking techniques to 
determine microhabitat preferences and the role that vegetation 
cover plays in habitat selection. Her work will provide input to 
our fire management by identifying the response of Mulgara  
to different fire patterns. 

Do you want to explore Newhaven Wildlife Sanctuary? 
Newhaven is open to camping from April – October. 

Brush-tailed Mulgara   J Schofield

Great Desert Skink at Newhaven  J Schofield
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Reducing the impact of feral cats

Feral cats kill an estimated 75 million native animals every 
night. Along with feral herbivores and wildfires, feral cats 
are driving the decline and extinction of native animals 
across Australia. Through our integrated program of 
targeted research and practical land management, AWC 
is leading the way in developing a strategy to reduce the 
impact of feral cats. 

What single outcome or achievement would deliver the greatest 
benefit for Australia’s native wildlife? While there are a range 
of factors driving the decline in our wildlife, all of which must 
be addressed, it is unlikely any single outcome would deliver 
a greater benefit than the removal of feral cats from our 
landscapes. Sadly, however, it appears Australian Governments 
are yet to fully recognise the importance of feral cat control. For 
example, in August 2013, the Federal Government announced 
over $80 million worth of environment funding from two major 
programs (Caring for Country and the Biodiversity Fund) - none 
of it was directed at feral cats. 

In the meantime, AWC and our partners are continuing our 
quest to develop an effective strategy for reducing the impacts 
of feral cats. One of the key people in this effort is Hugh 
McGregor, based at Mornington, who is now in the final stages 
of his PhD examining the behaviour and ecology of feral cats. 
Supported by the team at Mornington, Hugh has now captured 
and radio-collared nearly 50 feral cats – representing the largest 
feral cat research project ever undertaken in Australia. 

Hugh’s research aims to unlock the secrets of cat behaviour – 
identifying how and what they kill, how they use the landscape 
and what factors affect their hunting efficiency. The answers 
will help us develop effective strategies for reducing the impact 
of cats by managing the landscape in ways that reduce the 
efficiency of their hunting and, over time, by helping devise a 
way to remove cats from the landscape. 

The analysis of GPS data from the radio-collared feral cats is 
revealing startling new discoveries about feral cat behaviour. 
Hugh has been able to identify patterns of movements of 
hunting feral cats and relate those movements to fire and 
grazing by feral herbivores. The data shows that cats are 
capitalising on the effect that wildfire and feral herbivores 
have in reducing ground cover and exposing small mammal 
populations. In order to reduce the impact of cats, effective 
management of fire and feral herbivores, to protect ground 
cover in particular habitats, is critical. 

The key to Hugh’s success has been the ability to capture live 
cats in order to fit the radio-collars. Around towns and cities, 
cats are familiar with humans and will often enter traps. 
However, in the wild, feral cats are much more wary and 
extremely difficult to entice into traps. We needed an alternative 
way to catch cats … which is where Sally and Brangul come in. 

Catahoula hound Brangul  W Lawler A camera trap captures a feral cat that has killed a small native mammal

Springer Spaniel Sally  W Lawler
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Sally and Brangul are Australia’s premier feral cat detector dogs. 
They have been specially trained to detect and follow the scent 
of a feral cat and, after locating the cat, chase it up a tree. Once 
the cat is up a tree, we use a dart rifle to deliver a small amount 
of sedative before catching the cat as it falls into a trampoline. 

Sally is the leader: she is a Springer Spaniel who is clearly 
passionate about her work. Sally is elated if successful in a cat 
tracking task, while often sulky if not. She lives for catching 
cats. Brangul is her back-up. She is a Catahoula hound, with an 
excellent nose and a very methodical approach. If Sally loses the 
cat in the excitement of the chase, Brangul’s job is to work out 
whatever trick the cat has played and refocus the hunt. The two 
dogs make a great team. 

Word of Sally and Brangul’s achievements have spread rapidly. 
Recently, the ranger team from the Warddeken Indigenous 
Protected Area (western Arnhem Land) sought their assistance. 

As part of a collaborative project with the NT Government, funded 
by the National Environment Research Program, the ranger team 
wanted to put GPS collars on feral cats in order to collect data 
which will help the evaluation of their feral cat control measures. 
In September this year, Hugh, Sally and Brangul made the trip 
across to Arnhem Land to work with the Warddeken Rangers. 

After three nights of spotlighting, the first cat was detected. 
Sally made a valiant 500 metre high-speed track through the 
dark but lost the cat when it doubled back at a dry creek bed. 
Just when it appeared the cat had evaded capture, one of  
the rangers gave a whoop of delight - Brangul had done her  
cat-sleuthing magic and was sitting calmly at the base of  
a tree containing a big black cat. 

With one radio-collared cat under their belts, the rangers,  
Hugh and the dogs spent a few fruitless nights searching for 
more cats. One cat was detected but eluded the dogs by  
hiding in a cave amongst the classic Arnhem Land outcrops.  
Sally and Brangul were just too big to fit in the cave … and 
the cat knew it. Eventually, at 3am on the last night, the team 
located another cat. Sally pursued the cat with her usual passion 
and forced it up a tree. Hugh describes it as the biggest feral  
cat he has ever seen. It was darted, collared and released.  
Since then, the Warddeken Rangers have remote-downloaded 
data from the collar, revealing a home range size that is much 
bigger than any of the cats at Mornington, possibly reflecting  
a lower prey density there. 

Watch out for more updates on our other feral cat 
related projects in the next edition of Wildlife Matters. In 
the meantime, thank you to all our supporters who have 
contributed to our feral cat program. Hugh’s work is 
largely funded by a grant from the Australian Research 
Council. The Northern Australian Hub (part of the 
National Environmental Research Program) supported 
the expedition to the Warddeken IPA, as well as other 
elements of AWC’s science program.

Hugh McGregor with Warddeken Rangers and feral cat 
in Arnhem Land   T Mahney

Hugh McGregor fitting a radio-collar on a cat  W Lawler Trapped in a tree by Sally and Brangul  W Lawler
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Mustering feral cattle at Marion Downs Wildlife Sanctuary T Barton

Australian Wildlife Conservancy has already established 
two large herbivore-free areas on mainland Australia at 
Mornington (Kimberley) and Wongalara (on the edge 
of Arnhem Land). In the first half of 2014, construction 
of a fence at Pungalina-Seven Emu will create an 80,000 
hectare feral-free area of coastline along the Gulf of 
Carpentaria. These projects – the three largest feral 
herbivore-free areas on the mainland - are part of an 
integrated approach to feral herbivore control across all 
AWC properties. 

Intensive feral herbivore control across 850,000  
hectares of the central Kimberley
In October this year, we commenced the next phase in a project 
which will deliver intensive, ongoing feral herbivore control 
across 850,000 hectares of the central Kimberley. The project 
area straddles three AWC sanctuaries: Mornington, Marion 
Downs and Tableland. Tableland is managed as part of a 
partnership with the Yulmbu community. 

This project builds on the completion of a feral herbivore-
free area of more than 40,000 hectares in south-western 
Mornington. The removal of feral herbivores from this area 
resulted in a doubling of small mammal numbers – given the 
dramatic declines in small mammal numbers elsewhere across 
northern Australia, this provided an unambiguous scientific  
case for the removal of feral herbivores. 

An adjacent area of 50,000 hectares, the top of the mesa-like 
Baulkface Range, was destocked in 2011. This year, AWC land 
managers and our indigenous ranger team, comprising members 
of the Yulmbu and Tirralinjti communities, have delivered 
substantial additional progress through a combination of fencing 
and mustering:

• 60,000 hectares of northern Mornington has been 
substantially destocked, with 850 feral herbivores removed.

• On Tableland, over 2,000 feral herbivores have been removed, 
with a focus on cleaning up the Chamberlain Valley. A small 
managed cattle herd will be established, contained behind 
wire, for the Yulmbu community.

• On Marion Downs, 1,500 feral herbivores have been removed 
and 40,000 hectares destocked. 

In the next 2-3 years – subject to funding – we will complete the 
task of implementing intensive feral herbivore control across the 
full 850,000 hectare project area. Covering a large proportion 
of the upper catchment of the Fitzroy River, this massive feral 
herbivore project is likely to set a precedent for regional feral 
animal control in northern Australia. Integrated with our regional 
fire management program (EcoFire), the benefits for a range of 
species – particularly vulnerable guilds such as small mammals 
(e.g. Northern Quoll, Pale Field Rat), seed-eating birds (e.g. 
Gouldian Finch) and riparian specialists (e.g. Purple-crowned 
Fairy-wren) – will be substantial. 

Delivering regional feral  
herbivore control

AWC staff and Yulmbu community develop 
fencing and mustering plans  D Swan
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Juvenile Black-flanked Rock-wallaby at Paruna  G Barnett

AWC is proud to announce that The Prince of Wales has agreed 
to become our Patron, bringing global attention to the plight of 
Australia’s threatened wildlife. As Patron, Prince Charles will play 
a vital role in raising awareness of the need for decisive, practical 
action to save species like the Numbat and the Bilby. 

Regular readers of Wildlife Matters will know that Australia is 
the only developed nation to be classified as “megadiverse”, 
reflecting both the extraordinary diversity of species on our 
continent and the fact that a very high proportion are found 
nowhere else on Earth. Sadly, however, Australia has the planet’s 
worst mammal extinction rate and nearly 2,000 surviving plants 
and animals are on the national threatened species list. 

The decision by Prince Charles to become a Patron of AWC 
reflects the international significance of Australia’s unique 
wildlife and the globally significant efforts of AWC to halt and 
reverse the tide of extinctions in Australia. As Patron of AWC, His 
Royal Highness becomes a guardian of species like the Greater 
Bilby, strengthening the Royal family’s connection to this iconic 
Australian animal (Australia has named a Bilby breeding enclosure 
at Taronga Zoo in honour of Prince George). 

The Prince has a long history of involvement in environment, 
sustainability and conservation initiatives including through 

a range of organisations of which he is Patron and his own 
Charitable Foundation. In Australia, the Prince has recently 
established The Prince’s Charities Australia and is Patron of a 
number of charitable organisations. 

It is an honour to have The Prince of Wales as our Patron. The 
official announcement was made by our Chairman, Martin 
Copley AM, at a function in London hosted by Australia’s High 
Commissioner to the UK and attended by Sir David Attenborough. 

The Black-flanked Rock-wallaby is a nationally 
threatened species: predation by foxes and cats, 
combined with competition from feral herbivores 
and habitat loss, has caused a dramatic decline 
in its population and distribution. It now survives 
only in scattered colonies. To help reverse this 
decline, over 60 Black-flanked Rock-wallabies 
have been reintroduced to Paruna Wildlife 
Sanctuary over the last decade. Paruna is located 
in the Avon Valley, within 50 kilometres of Perth. 
It links two national parks, creating an area of 
exceptional habitat for the restoration of Black-
flanked Rock-wallaby populations. Our regular 
monitoring of the Paruna population – involving 
live trapping and camera traps – confirms a stable 
population at the complex grantite formations in 
the centre of the sanctuary.

Black-flanked 
Rock-wallabies  
at Paruna

Prince of Wales puts 
the international 
spotlight on AWC

HRH The Prince of Wales



we urgently need your help yes, I want to help save Australia’s threatened wildlife

Please post this form to:

Australian Wildlife Conservancy, Reply Paid 8070 Subiaco East WA 6008 Phone: (08) 9380 9633 www.australianwildlife.org ABN 36 068 572 556

Our Commitment to You, Drawing Arrangements:
1.  We will advise you, in writing, the details of your monthly donation to Australian 

Wildlife Conservancy (amount, frequency, commencement date) at least 3 calendar 
days prior to the first drawing. Thereafter each drawing will be made on the 15th day 
of each month (or part thereof as specified).

2.  Where the due date falls on a non-business day, the drawing will be made on the next 
working day.

3.  We will not change the amount or frequency of drawings arrangements without your 
prior approval.

4.  We reserve the right to cancel your monthly donation to Australian Wildlife 
Conservancy if three or more drawings are returned unpaid by your nominated 
Financial Institution and to arrange with you an alternative payment method.

5.  We will keep all information pertaining to your nominated account at the Financial 
Institution, private and confidential.

6.  We will promptly respond to any concerns you may have about amounts debited to 
your account.

7.  We will send a receipt within 45 days of the conclusion of the financial year 
summarising your entire year’s gifts for tax purposes.

Your Rights:
1. You may terminate your monthly donation to Australian Wildlife Conservancy at any 

time by giving written notice directly to us (PO Box 8070 Subiaco East WA 6008), or 
through your nominated Financial Institution. Notice given to us should be received by 
us at least 5 business days prior to the due date.

2. You may stop payment of a monthly donation by giving written notice directly to 
us (PO Box 8070 Subiaco East WA 6008), or through your nominated Financial 
Institution. Notice given to us should be received by us at least 5 business days prior to 
the due date.

3. You may request a change to the donation amount and/or frequency of the monthly 
donations by contacting us on (08) 9380 9633 and advising your requirements no less 
than 5 business days prior to the due date.

4. Where you consider that a drawing has been initiated incorrectly (outside the monthly 
donation to Australian Wildlife Conservancy arrangements) you may take the matter 
up directly with us on (08) 9380 9633, or lodge a Direct Debit Claim through your 
nominated Financial Institution.

Your commitment to us, Your responsibilities:
1. It is your responsibility to ensure that sufficient funds are available in the nominated 

account to meet a drawing on its due date. (You may be charged a fee by your 
Financial Institution if the account details are incorrect or there are insufficient funds in 
the nominated account when we attempt to deduct donations.)

2.  It is your responsibility to ensure that the authorisation given to draw on the 
nominated account, is identical to the account signing instruction held by the Financial 
Institution where your account is based.

3. It is your responsibility to advise us if the account nominated for transactions with the 
Australian Wildlife Conservancy Fund is transferred or closed.

4. It is your responsibility to arrange a suitable alternative payment method with us if the 
Australian Wildlife Conservancy Fund drawing arrangements are cancelled either by 
yourselves or by your nominated Financial Institution.

5. Please enquire with your Financial Institution if you are uncertain whether direct debit 
functions are available on your 
account. (You may be charged a 
fee by your Financial Institution 
if the direct debit facility is not 
available on your account.)

Banded Hare-wallaby  W Lawler
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Name: Dr/Mr/Mrs/Ms

Address:    

Suburb:  State:   Postcode:

Telephone: W)   H)

Email:

MoNTHLy PLEdGE
I wish to become a regular supporter and give a tax deductible donation 
each month of:  $25     $50     $100    $ 

I wish to pay by:  direct debit from my bank account
 Please fill in Direct Debit Request (see opposite).

  Credit card - Please fill in details or call (08) 9380 9633

doNATIoN
I would like to make a single tax deductible donation of:

 $100     $300     $1000     $5000   $ 

I wish to pay by:  Credit card - Please fill in details or call (08) 9380 9633

  Cheque/Money order - (enclosed)
 Payable to the Australian Wildlife Conservancy Fund.

Credit Card details

 MasterCard      Visa      AMEX      Diners

               
Card Number Expiry Date

Cardholder name:

Signature:

direct debit Request
I / We request that you draw by way of the Direct Debit System, 

per month, for the payment of a monthly donation  
to Australian Wildlife Conservancy Fund.

My/Our Account details are:

Institution:

Account Name:

Account Number: BSB:

I / We acknowledge that this Direct Debit Request is governed by the
terms of the “Direct Debit Client Service Agreement” (set out below).

Signature: Date:

Print Name:

$Other (minimum $10)

Other (minimum $10)

Bequests

 I am interested in making a bequest in my will. 
Please send me some information.

Information

 Please tick this box if you do NOT wish to receive news 
and information on our latest initiatives and progress.

 Please send any news or 
information by email only


